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stubborn as a... 
A Confederate re-enactor tries to take control of an animal that seems to know her
own mind.  Used to carry items for a field howitzer, she apparently was fed up with
carrying a heavy load during the Battle of  Richmond re-enactment.  Would some
friendly persuasion work?  See page 8.            – Photo by Scarlett Richardson.

The 40x100-foot military
barracks, although not quite
finished, was one of the high-
lights of the Camp Nelson Civil
War Days weekend Sept. 6-7.

The single-story frame building
still lacks complete furnishings and
a small kitchen and will have a
separate room for genealogy
research.  But the structure, located
near its main building - the White
House - and an Interpretive Center,

is an authentic replica of the bar-
racks originally at Camp Nelson in
the 1860s.

Triple-high bunks that would
accommodate 170 men will be fea-
tured in the completed building.

The barracks is “an excellent
addition to the Park and will aid
us in educating the public about
the national significance of Camp 

Nelson’s replica barracks

Civil War Days highlight

see STATE, page 6

CWPT seeks
new threats
to battlefields
Annual study IDs

most endangered 

of War’s grounds

in United States

The Civil War Preservation
Trust (CWPT), the nation's
largest nonprofit battlefield
preservation organization,
is accepting nominations
for its annual report on
endangered Civil War
battlefields. 

The report, entitled History
Under Siege, identifies the most
threatened Civil War sites
in the United States and
what can be done to rescue
them.

Individuals and groups
are encouraged to fill out
the nomination form available

online at wwwwww..cciivviillwwaarr..oorrgg
(mmeebbrr22000099)nnoommiinnaattiioonnss.
Applications should include
photographs of the site and
a detailed description of
recent threats. Nominations
must be postmarked no later
than Oct. 10.

The 2009 endangered
battlefields report will be
released next spring in
Washington, D.C. Any Civil
War battlefield is eligible to
for nomination and considera-
tion. The 10 chosen sites will
be selected based on geo-
graphic location, military sig-
nificance and the immediacy
of current threats.

state CSA seal
This is an artist’s conception of the Confederate
state seal of Kentucky.  More about the state’s
CSA government is on page 7.

Letcher County’s David Chaltas (left) has
portrayed Gen. Robert E. Lee at many
Civil War battlefields, some of which have
been endangered.  He appeared recently
with Lincoln portrayer Dennis Boggs at
the Battle of Chickamauga.
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Joe Brent says . . .

2008 was good year

for state’s Civil War

(Bugle Columnist Joseph E. Brent is vice-president of
Mudpuppy and Waterdog, a historic preservation consulting firm.
Contact him at jbrent@alltel.net.)
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As 2008 heads toward a close, I thought it might be
appropriate to mention some of the good things that have
happened this year. Overall, this was a good year for
Kentucky’s Civil War community. Some great things have
been accomplished and hopefully the future will be even
brighter. 

One of the first significant engagements in Kentucky was
the Sept. 19, 1861 Battle of Barbourville. The growth of the
Knox County seat over the last 140 years has destroyed the
battle site. However, the Barbourville Knox County Tourism
Committee and their partners have built a small interpretive
park to commemorate this important battle. The Battle of
Barbourville Interpretive Park is located at the intersection
of Daniel Boone Drive and Cumberland Street. This is a small
interpretive park that not only reclaims a small portion of
the battlefield, but it creates an attractive entry into
Barbourville. Visitors will find a beautifully landscaped park
with interpretive kiosks and cannon. The interpretation tells
the story of the battle and Camp Andy Johnson, the Union
recruiting camp, which was the reason for the engagement. 

The fastest growing battlefield in the Commonwealth is in
Richmond. In October, the Battle of Richmond Visitors Center
will open at what was once Quarters 29 at the Blue Grass
Army Depot. This house, located at the intersection of U.S.
25 and U.S. 421, served as a hospital during the Civil War
and is now home to the Director of the Madison County
Historic Properties Phil Seyfrit. The visitors center will
house interpretive displays, a video, as well as artifacts that
belonged to Union Gen. Mahlon Manson. With the new visi-
tors center, the addition of paved trails and more interpreta-
tion, Richmond is quickly becoming a must-visit site. 

The Mill Springs Battlefield Association (MSBA) has been
a leader in Civil War sites preservation since the early 1990s
and last year was no exception. The West-Metcalfe House, a
small brick structure, which was used by the Confederates as
a headquarters, a supply depot and finally as a hospital had
fallen on hard times. Two walls of the house had collapsed,
it had no doors or windows, even the stairs to the second
floor were gone. The house was pretty much a ruin. The
MSBA received state special project funding for the restora-
tion of the house. Using a local contractor and local labor,
the MSBA accurately restored the house. The work was done
to exacting detail, woodwork was hand milled and the early
19th century brick pattern was reproduced. Soon, this house
will be an important part of the Mill Springs Battlefield
Interpretive Program. This structure was not only an impor-
tant Civil War site, it also was a Wayne County landmark
and the MSBA has brought it back to life. 

In November 1862, the two brigades of the 12th Division of
the Army of the Cumberland marched from Bowling Green to
Scottsville. The soldiers under the command of Gen. Ebenezer

see FOUR, page 6

(EDITOR’S NOTE:  This is the
seventh in a series about Kentucky
officers and battle leaders during the
Civil War.)

By PHILLIP SEYFRIT
Bugle Staff Writer

Union Major Gen. John
Alexander McClernand was
more highly regarded as a
politician than a soldier. 

The Hardinsburg native,
born May 30, 1812 in the
Kentucky backwoods near
Hardinsburg, moved with
his family to Illinois at an
early age.

Self educated,
McClernand was admitted
to the bar in 1832 and par-
ticipated in the Black
Hawk War. He was elected
to the Illinois legislature
and the U.S. Congress and
was known for his fiery
oratory. 

Defeated for Speaker of
the House in 1860, he
became a brigadier general
of volunteers in early 1861

and a major general in
March 1862.

McClernand was not a
favorite of abolitionists due
to his birth in a slave-
holding state. And, his mil-
itary capability was not
considered exemplary. 

He undercut George B.
McClellan in the east and
criticized U.S. Grant in the
west. He participated in the
battle at Arkansas Post and
lead a disastrous assault at
Vicksburg, one in which he
took credit as a victory.  

Removed by Gen. Grant
from the field, McClernand
resigned from the army in
1864. He died in 1890.

Kentucky’s Civil War leaders

McClernand not popular
as major general with Union 

JOHN A.
McCLERNAND

Wasn’t favored
by Grant

•CW Bugle pages OCT 08  11/12/08  1:04 PM  Page 2



fourth quarter 2008                                  the Kentucky civil war bugle                                                             3

Howards fight misconceptions
Audiences given

accurate account

about Jeff Davis,

first lady, Varina

In New York, they booed Cliff
and Joan Howard when they
stepped up to do their portrayal
of Jefferson and Varina Davis.

“But when we left, the crowd
cheered and gave us a standing
ovation,” Joan smiled.

There are a lot of misconcep-
tions about the former president
and first lady of the Confederacy,
the Howards maintain, and the
New York experience is a good
illustration of that.

“There’s a belief that Davis
was pro-slavery,” Joan said, not-
ing that was not the case.

“Davis’ defection to the
Confederacy was all about states
rights,” Cliff stated, as he
reviewed why the former U.S.
Secretary of War and Senator
from Mississippi resigned to join
the Confederate States of
America.

“Davis was not a bad person,”
Joan continued, “and actually was
a very good, humane individual
who was very honest.”

“It’s important to place the
culture of the Civil War in proper
context,” Cliff added, as slavery
had been in effect for decades in
the nation and around the world.

“I tell people in our presenta-
tions to judge the Davises by
their day, not by 2008,” Joan
commented.

The Howards, of Franfort,
have been portraying the Davises
since about 1998, and it all started
by accident.

“Cliff was doing research for
a Lincoln-Davis debate,” Joan
said, “and in research on Lincoln,
found a lot of similarities where
Davis was concerned. We were
going to do the Lincolns, but
found nobody was interested in
portraying the Davises.”

Lincoln presenters since 1985,
the Howards began serious
research on the Davises and por-
trayed them in a Lincoln-Davis
debate in 1999.

“Obviously, they didn’t debate
in real life,” Joan added, but the
Lincoln-Davis debate has grown
in popularity and now is a 30-40
minute presentation.  

Lincoln portrayals in the
debates usually are done by Jim
Sayre or Larry Elliott, who also
are members of the Abraham
Lincoln Presenters Association.

Cliff notes that Davis did
have slaves on his Mississippi
plantation, but was very good to
all the people in his care.

“His servants actually ran the

plantation as Davis was in
Washington most of the time,” he
continued.  “They planted the cot-
ton, baled it and marketed it and
even had their own court system.”

Davis allowed the slaves, he
said, to handle their own disputes
and were set up to be their own
“judge and jury.”

“And when the Confederacy
started running low on personnel,
Davis advocated that the south
use Black soldiers,” Cliff noted.
“He also said that if you were
going to put a rifle in a man’s
hands and have him defend the
Confederacy, the least you can do
is give him his freedom.”

The Howards do some 20-25
Davis portrayals per year, but
Joan said “every once in a while,
someone will cancel.”

“We’re not going to get into
a fighting match with anyone
about Davis,” she explained,
although the Howards feel the
Fairview native gets undue dis-
respect on many issues concern-

ing the Civil War. 
Cliff points out that Davis

was against secession and “really
did not want to be president of
the Confederacy.”

The Mexican War luminary
and West Point graduate actually
hoped to receive a general’s com-
mission, Joan said.

Other misconceptions about
Davis link him to Lincoln’s
assassination, but none of the
Howards’ extensive research con-
nects him to the murder.

“The White House had one
man who swore under oath that
Davis was involved in the assas-
sination,” Cliff stated.  “But fol-
lowing an investigation, it was
learned that, among other things,
the witness was using a false
name.”

Davis lost his first wife,
Sarah Knox Taylor, daughter of
former President Zachary Taylor,
as a result of malaria.

He, too, almost died from the
illness and suffered with its
effects the remainder of his life.

Varina, his second wife, was
17 years younger, but was well
educated and “a very strong
lady,” according to Joan.  

“Many people criticized her
because they thought she stuck
her nose in where it didn’t
belong.  But much of that was
because of concern for her hus-
band’s health.”

The 6-foot-2 and reserved
Davis was imprisoned for two
years following the Civil War and,
although never brought to trial,
was released on bail.  He was
homeless and unemployed at age 62. 

Davis died in New Orleans in
1889, but, in one of his final
speeches, said he “. . .would die
as I have lived, firm in the
belief of State rights faith.”    

- Ed Ford, Editor

AT LEFT: Cliff and
Joan Howard began
portraying Jeff and
Varina Davis in 1998
when they found no
one else was
interested.  They
appear as the Davises
some 20-25 times per
year.

AT RIGHT:  This
photo was taken of
the Davises on their
wedding day in 1845.

JEFF
DAVIS

Didn’t want
CSA presidency
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Battle of Richmond
Self-Guided
Driving Tour

(859) 626-8474
Richmond Visitor Center

345 Lancaster Avenue
Richmond, KY 40475

The Battle of Richmond Tour is part
of the National Civil War Trust
Discovery Trail. Follow the path of
the Civil War Battle of Richmond on
a self-guided driving tour of the
battlefields and skirmish areas. Audio
cassettes and CD’s available for sale
or refundable deposit. Complete tour
lasts approximately two hours.

Taulbee portrayal

Cassius Clay given

‘proper credit’
Paul Taulbee isn’t bashful

when he addresses the accom-
plishments of Cassius Marcellus
Clay.

“General Clay never has
received proper credit for the
significant contributions he made
in a most critical period of the
nation’s history,” the Perry
County educator, editor and Civil
War enthusiast stated.

Taulbee’s goal is to correct
“the deficiency by allowing Clay
to tell his full and complete
story.”

He’s doing that by portraying
the soldier, politician, diplomat
and crusading editor and aboli-
tionist at Civil War living histo-
ry events and re-enactments.

Taulbee’s portrayals cover
three periods of Clay’s life:  his
early life from 1810-35, politics
and journalism, 1835-60, and the
Civil War and period of diploma-
cy, 1861-69.

“While many politicians
side-stepped the issue of slav-
ery with compromise, Gen. Clay
dealt directly and forcefully
with the detrimental talk eco-
nomic impact of slavery on the

South,” Taulbee related.  “He
was not a fire-breathing aboli-
tionist, but an emancipationist
who had a practical plan of
gradual freedom for slaves
that would equip them for life
as a free and independent peo-
ple.

“As a diplomat, he was
not typical.  Arriving in
England, on his way to Russia,
he very undiplomatically and
forcefully expressed his views
opposing British and French
support of the Confederacy.
Although this was not the
accepted standard of diplomatic
behavior - and he was roundly
criticized in the press - the
British and French got the
message.”

Clay, Taulbee continued,
constantly lobbied the Czar’s
ministers to support the Union
in the Civil War and his
efforts were successful.  Czar
Alexander II let it be known

that the European powers
would not become involved in
the conflict.

The friendly relations
between the U.S. and Russia
that Clay promoted influenced
the Russian transfer of Alaska
to the United States, Taulbee
added.

Gen. Clay published his anti-
slavery newspaper, “The True
American,” in the heart of
Kentucky’s slave country. He
was ever ready to defend the
liberties of the people with his
fists, Bowie knife and loaded
pistol.

A major force in the found-
ing of the Republican Party,
Clay pulled together a defense
of President Abraham Lincoln
and Washington, D.C., follow-
ing the firing on Fort Sumter.
He was a great friend of
Lincoln and was key in his
election to the presidency.

- Ed Ford, Editor

Paul Taulbee, of Jeff,
portrays Gen. Cassius
Clay in full dress
uniform.  Taulbee,
at 6-foot-2, is not
quite as tall as Clay,
but is striking in
appearance and in the
Madison Countian’s
mannerisms.

Mail check or money
order for $21.95 to:

B
y 

V
ir

gi
ni

a 
G

. V
as

sa
llo

Krazy Duck Productions
P.O. Box 105
Danville, KY 40423

CASSIUS
CLAY

Dealt directly
with issues
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UPPER LEFT:  Union
troops fire a
deadly volley at the
Aug. 23 re-enactment.

CENTER LEFT:
Confederate
artillery
takes its toll.

LOWER LEFT:
Confederate
cavalry pursues
fleeing Federals.

ABOVE:  Lincoln
portrayers Larry
and Mary Elliott
answer questions.

AT RIGHT:  A
Confederate
chaplain comforts
the wounded.  

Photos by

Scarlett

Richardson

Civil War dividend
A low-cost Civil War August stay-cation paid dividends for the

Battle of Richmond Association.
A living history extravaganza in downtown Richmond, a Civil

War encampment in Berea, a celebrity golf tournament and a colorful
re-enactment weekend attracted 7,000 people.

Two days of action-filled re-enactments and living history
events are featured in this pictorial review.
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continued from page 1

Nelson,” Michael Crutcher,
Restoration and Preservaton
chair, said.

A state appropriation of
$400,000 helped provide funds
for the project and additional
funding is being sought to com-
plete the effort.

Four great accomplishments

Full Page 10.3” wide x 11” tall $ 616

Half Page 

Horizontal 10.3” wide x 5.5” tall $ 308

Half Page

Vertical 5” wide x 11” tall $ 308 

One-Quarter

Page 5” wide x 5.5” tall $ 154

One-Eighth

Page 5” wide x 2.75” tall $ 77

Bus. Card 2.5” wide x 2” tall $ 28

Classified Per column inch $ 7

Contact Tammy Cornett:   859-624-5428 Office

859-358-4973 Cell

hypeky@bellsouth.net E-Mail

advertising rates
continued from page 2

Dumont pitched their tents on the hills surrounding
Scottsville and spent a little over two weeks in town. For
more than 10 years, the people of Scottsville have worked to
preserve one of the encampment sites locally known as
Dumont Hill. This project was spearheaded by Rosemary
Graves Harper. Rosemary did not live to see the project fin-
ished, but it was her vision that started it. Today, a 68-
acre site has been preserved and the Friends of Dumont Hill
are in the process of finalizing their preservation, manage-
ment and interpretive plan. The goal is to develop an inter-
pretive facility that will allow visitors to understand the
day-to-day life of a soldier in the Union army. 

Though everything we had hoped for was not accom-
plished this year, many things have been. These four are just
a few of the wins that have been scored in Kentucky in the
last 12 months. The Civil War Sesquicentennial is just around
the corner, so let’s hope there will be more good things to
come in the next few years.

State appropriation helped project
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Johnson saw secession as preventative

First CSA governor also first state leader fatality 
Scott County lawyer and

farmer George Washington
Johnson recorded several firsts
during the Civil War.

1. He was Kentucky’s first  
Confederate governor, and

2. was the only state   
governor, Union or Confederate,
to die in battle.

Johnson’s death also set the
stage for the selection of the
Commonwealth’s second and last
Confederate governor, Richard
Hawes.

Ironically, Johnson saw seces-
sion as a means of preventing
the Civil War.  He reasoned that
if the Union and Confederacy
were of equal strength, each
would be reluctant to attack the
other.

However, with political senti-
ment turning toward the Union,
Johnson helped organize a pro-
southern convention at

Russellville on Nov. 18, 1861.
A provisional government was
formed with 10 councilmen,
Johnson was elected governor
and Bowling Green became the
state’s Confederate capital.

Confederate Gen. Albert Sidney
Johnston’s army was encamped at
Bowling Green at that time and

provided protection for the politi-
cal body.

After the Union’s victory at
Mills Springs in January 1862
and with Federal victories
imminent at Tennessee’s Forts
Henry and Donelson, Johnston
moved his army south.  With
his Confederate government
unprotected, Johnson and the
council withdrew and followed
the Confederate Army to
Tennessee.

At age 50 and with a crip-
pled arm, Johnson volunteered
for service in Gen. Johnston’s
army.  He was wounded in the
thigh and abdomen at the Battle
of Shiloh (April 1862) and was
found on the battlefield by an
old friend, Union Gen. Alexander
McCook.  Johnson was taken to
a U.S. transport, where he died
on April 8.

The Confederate gubernatori-

al vacancy was filled almost
immediately when another who
initially had favored Kentucky’s
neutrality was appointed to suc-
ceed Johnson.  Richard Hawes, a
Virginia native and former
Kentucky U.S. Representative,
took the post and, along with
his Confederate government,
joined up with Gen. Braxton
Bragg and his Army of
Tennessee.

When the Confederate
Kentucky invasion of 1862 led
to the capture of Frankfort,
Hawes was installed as the
state’s governor.  The inaugura-
tion took place the morning of
Oct. 4.  His term lasted but a
few hours, however, as Union
shells began bursting in
Frankfort.  

Hawes and the provisional
government quickly returned to
Tennessee.

George W. Johnson (left) even sought Jeff
Davis’ approval of Kentucky’s neutrality
before acquiescing to a pro-southern
sentiment.  Richard Hawes (right)
succeeded Johnson as the Commonwealth’s
CSA governor.
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‘Oh,

alright!’

Re-enactor and
animal finally
reached agreement
before the Richmond
re-enactment.
Persuaded to
participate, she and
the Confederate
howitzer were
successes.

- Photo by Scarlett
Richardson

A historical marker concern-
ing Berea’s involvement in the
1862 Civil War Battle of
Richmond was dedicated Aug. 16
at Berea’s Chestnut Street Square
prior to the annual Battle of
Richmond Re-enactment
Weekend.

The marker, produced by the
Battle of Richmond Association
(BORA), notes that troop move-
ments through Berea were com-
mon prior to the battle and
points out the role of the Merritt
Jones Tavern-Grant House at Big
Hill where 13 Confederate sol-
diers are buried.  The opposite
side of the plaque concerns inci-
dents involving Berea College
founder John G. Fee, his wife,
Matilda, and children.

Confederate and Union troops
were seen often in Berea in late
August 1862 and just prior to
the battle on Aug. 29-30.  The
marker at Chestnut Street Square
faces the street where movements of
troops and materiel were common.

The green and gold two-sided
plaque is mounted on an eight-

foot pole and was made possible
by contributions from the
Madison County Historical
Society, Peoples Bank, the City of
Berea, and the Berea Rotary and
Lion’s Clubs.

A Civil War weekend fol-
lowed the dedication.

Panel discussion
set at Perryville

Perryville’s Gen. Lovell H.
Rousseau Civil War Lecture
Series will continue its 2008
schedule with a panel discussion
featuring Franfort’s Nicky
Hughes and Perryville’s Chris
Kolakowski on Oct. 9.  

The series is co-sponsored by
the Perryville Battlefield
Preservation Association and the
Boyle County Public Library.

General Lovell H. Rousseau,
commanding a division of Union
troops, displayed gallant leader-
ship at the Battle of Perryville,
Oct. 8, 1862, and helped prevent
an overwhelming Confederate
victory.

Battle of Richmond

Marker placed at Berea park

What’s your story?
Got a story for The Bugle?

Contact the editor at 859-
624-1248 or at fordpr@mis.net.

Steers provides

Rewarding,

interesting

Lincoln look

“Lincoln Legends, Myths, Hoaxes and
Confabulations Associated with our
Greatest President” by Edward Steers Jr.,
introduction by Harold Holzer, 264 pages,
hard cover, 2007. The University Press of
Kentucky, $24.95.

By PAUL ROMINGER
Bugle Staff Writer

Edward Steers is the
author of several books,
including two on Lincoln. He
appears frequently as a
Lincoln expert on C-SPAN
and the History Channel. The
research for this book is
based on extensive primary
sources and the conclusions
will settle many questions
and myths which have con-
tinued since Lincoln's time. 

The mythmaking began as
early as 1860 with Lincoln's
campaign for the presidency.
Inaccuracies and speculations
about his professional and
personnel life abound. Of par-
ticular concern to readers of
the Bugle are “The Birthplace
Cabin" and “Lincoln's Father."  

Streers discusses the
beginnings of each legend,
the details and people who
got the legend started. He
traces each legend from its
beginning through its status
at the time of his book, then
delves into the primary
sources to give a clear pic-
ture of what actually hap-
pened. 

This book is interesting
and well-worth reading. Each
chapter is a separate issue
and stands alone. While the
reader would really like to
know if the Lincoln cabin is
the actual birthplace or if
Lincoln's father was some
mysterious neer-do-well or

Melungeon hide-away, the
reviewer thinks it is more
appropriate for the reader to
find the truth revealed in the
pages of the book.

The reader's wait will be
well-rewarded and the frus-
tration of not knowing imme-
diately will help develop
patience and character.  

However, the reader is
challenged with two
questoins: 

1. How many Nancy Hanks
were there? 

2. The logs came from
how many cabins? 

I can guarantee that you
will enjoy this book.

Reviewer says this
will be a book
that’s well worth
reading and one
you’ll enjoy.

Upcoming
Events

BARDSTOWN
Living History, third

weekend each month

CAMP NELSON
Veteran’s Day

Commemoration, Nov. 11
Restoration-Preservation

Foundation, first Monday each
month

CORNETTSVILLE
Battle of Leatherwood, Oct.

25-26

COLUMBUS-BELMONT
Civil War Days, Oct. 10-12

MUNFORDVILLE
Civil War Days, Sept. 13-14

PERRYVILLE
146th Battle Anniversary

Commemoration, Oct. 11-12

RICHMOND
Annual Awards Celebration,

Nov. 6
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